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Le
ve

l S Detrás del lienzo: La vida de un artista
Summary: An artist’s 
studio provides a unique 
window into the art world, 
such as what goes into 
making a piece of art and 
what happens after a piece 
is completed.

Genre: Informational
Comprehension Focus: 
Summarizing
Text Structure: Description
Th emes: art, careers, art 
history
Guided Reading Level: S
Lexile® Level: 660L
Word Count: 1,451

Into the Text
Introduction
 • Show students the book’s cover. Read the title aloud. Ask them to explain whether they 

think the book is a piece of literature or an informational text.

 • Have students describe what they see on the cover, including in the background.

Word Study
Students will review and practice using precise language.
Explain that authors often use precise language (lenguaje preciso) to capture the reader’s 
interest and attention. Th e author might write, Un punto de luz se formó en el suelo y 
resplandecía desde la caja. Notice how the author is very precise in the description—not 
just luz, but punto de luz—not just light coming from the box, but luz resplandeciente. 
Th e way the author writes the sentence is much more interesting and precise than if she 
had simply written, Un rayo de luz que se formó en el suelo, provenía de la caja. To frame 
their reference for reading, ask students to think about how precise language is especially 
important when describing artwork.

Vocabulary
Read the following vocabulary words aloud, and discuss their meanings: caballete, paisajes, 
paleta, retratos, and escultores. Have students choose at least two words to pair in a 
sentence, such as, Un artista mezcla las pinturas en una paleta antes de pintar hermosos 
paisajes. As students read, point out the words in context.
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